
FLUID AND CORROSION COMPATIBILITY

Several factors must always be considered in using a rubber part in service, including:

� The Temperature of Service: Higher temperatures increase the effect of all chemicals on
polymers. The increase varies with the polymer and the chemical. A compound quite suitable
at room temperature might fail miserably at elevated temperatures.

� Conditions of Service: A compound that swells badly might still function well as a static seal
yet fail in any dynamic application.

� The Grade of the Polymer: Many types of polymers are available in different grades that vary
greatly in chemical resistance.

� The Compound Itself: Compound designed for other outstanding properties may be poorer
in performance in a chemical then one designed especially for fluid resistance.
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Source: Anonymous (2000), The General Chemical Resistance of Various Elastomers, Harwil
Web Site: www.harwil.com/catalog/resistel.htm.


